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*^ had fed In an indigo-field : the indigo had not
" only tinged their urine blue, but the cream of
^^ the milk was of a moft beautiful blue colour, and
^ had a radiated appearance from the centre (Is it

*^ not hence probable, that the dye is the oily part

" of the plant?). The milk underneath was clear

*^ and white as ufuaL''

Dr. Garden wrote, a year ago, that the prickly

pear grows in great abundance about Carolina ; and

alfo that the cochineal infeds are found upon it

;

but hitherto no attempts have been made to cure

them as the Spaniards do. In hope, that fome rich

dye may be produced from the plant itfelf, Mr.
Baker propofed fome experiments to Dr. Garden^

which he intends to profecute this fummer.

XXXVH. ^1^ Account of an extraordinary

Shower of black Dufi^ that fell in the

JJland of Zetland 20th Odober 1755 *•

In a Letter from Sir Andrew Mitchell,

of VVeftfliore, Bart, to John Prihgle,

» JLJ* Jr* jl\» aj«

S I R, Pall-Mall, June 9th, 1757.

Eead June 33, T^ compliance with your defire, I made
^'^^^^

JL particular inquiry, whether at or about

tlie time the earthquake happened at Lilbon the ift

of November i/ff. any uncommon phaenomena

* See Phil. Tranfait. Vol. xlix. Part 2. p. 509.
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were oBferved to appear in the iflands of Orkney m
Zetland, as fuch had happened about that time in

other parts ofScotland. From Orkney I was informed,

that nothing particular had happened ; only, that a-

bout the time mentioned the tides were obferved to be

much higher than ordinary. J received from Zetland

a letter, dated 28th May 1756. from Mr. William

Brown, Mafter of the grammar-fchool aC Scalloway

in |that country, a fenfible and obferving man ;.

wherein he writes verbatim as follows. ^VBlefled be

God,, notwithftanding the great devaftations, that

have been made in other parts of the world by
earthquakes, we have been intirely free from any

** difafter of that nature : nor has any thing extras

^ ordinary happened in this country fince you left

" it; only on Monday the 20th 0(9:ober laft, be-
" twixt the hours of three and four in the afternoon,

the icy being very hazy, as it ufes tx) be before a

ftorm of thunder and lightning, there fell a black
^' duft over all the country, tho' in greater quantities

in fome places than in others^. It was very much
like lampblack ; but fmelled ftrongly of fulphur*

People in the fields had their faces, hands, and

Unen,. blackened by it. It wa€ followed by rain.

—— Some people affign the caufe of it to fome eX'^

traordinary eruption of Hecla. But I Ihall trou^

ble you no more about it, as no doubt fome of

your friends have written to you of it fonie time
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" ago/'

In June 175^6. I returned to Zetland 5 and, upon
further inquiry, found what Mr. Brown had written

me was attefted by Mr. Mitchell, parfon of the

parifti of Tengwall, and by feveral Gentlemen of

credit and reputation, who had feen and obferved

the
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the fame phaenomenon in different parts of the coiin^

try at the time above-mentioned.

Mr. Brown having omitted to mention, how the

wind did blow at the time the black duft was t)b-

ferved, I made particular ipquiry about that circum**

ilance, and found it was from the S. W. which does

not feem to favour the opinion, that the duft pro-

ceeded from an eruption of mount Hecla, which lies

about N. W. from Zetland ; unlefs it may be fup--

pofed, that a north wind happening juft before had
carried this daft to the fouthward, and the fouth-

weft wind immediately following had brought it

back to the northward. But, in this cafe, would
not this bkck duft have been obferved in Zetland at

its firft travelling to the fouthward ? Upon inquiry,

1 did not hear it was.

Thus far I have obeyed your commands, which
1 will always do with pleafure ; and if you think it

worth while to lay this letter before the Royal Society,

I leave you at full liberty to do fo, or not, as you think

proper : but what it contains may be relied on as

truth. I am, with great regard,

Dear Sir,

Your moft obedient humble Servant,

And. MkchclK

P.S. I may ^dd, that the diftance from mount
Hecla to Zetland is between fpo atid '600

Q q % XXXVIIi,


